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Friends and fellow-citizens:
The period for a new election of a citizen, to administer the
executive government of the United states, being not far distant,
and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must be
employed in designating the person who is to be clothed with that
important trust, it appears to me proper, especially as it may
conduce to a more distinct impression of the public voice, that I
should now apprise you of the resolution I have formed, to decline
being considered among the number of those of whom a choice is
to be made…

The impressions with which I first undertook this arduous trust
were explained on the proper occasion. In the discharge of this
trust I will only say, that I have with good intentions contributed
towards the organization and administration of the government, the
best exertions of which a very fallible judgment was capable…

Here, perhaps I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare,
which cannot end but with my life, and the apprehension of
danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like the
present, to offer to your solemn contemplation, and to recommend
to your frequent review, some sentiments, which are the result of
much reflection, of no inconsiderable observation, and which
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appear to me all-important to the permanency of your felicity as a
people…

While, then, every part of our country thus feels an immediate
and particular interest in union, all the parts combined cannot fail
to find, in the united mass of means and efforts, greater strength,
greater resource, proportionably greater security from external
danger, a less frequent interruption of their peace from foreign
nations; and what is of inestimable value, they must derive from
union an exemption from those broils and wars between
themselves which so frequently afflict neighboring countries, not
tied together by the same government, which their own rivalships
would be sufficient to produce, but which opposite foreign
alliances, attachments and intrigues, would simulate and embitter.

Hence, likewise, they will avoid the necessity of those
overgrown military establishments, which, under any form of
government, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be
regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty…

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our union, it
occurs, as a matter of serious concern, that any ground should have
been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical
discriminations—Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western—
whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is
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a real difference of local interests and views. One of the expedients
of party to acquire influence within particular districts is to
misrepresent the opinions and aims of their districts. You cannot
shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heartburning, which spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to
render alien to each other those who ought to be bound together by
fraternal affection…

The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to
make and to alter the constitutions of government. But the
constitution, which at any time exists, until changed by explicit and
authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all.
The very idea of the power and the right of the people to establish
a government presupposes the duty of every individual to obey the
established government…

Toward the preservation of your government and the
permanency of your present happy state, it is requisite, not only
that you speedily discountenance irregular opposition to its
acknowledged authority, but also that you resist with care the spirit
of innovation upon its principles, however specious the
pretexts….It is substantially true, that virtue and morality is a
necessary spring of popular government. The rule, indeed, extends
with more or less force to every species of free government. Who,
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that is a sincere friend of it, can look with indifference upon
attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?...

Observe good faith and justice toward all nations; cultivate
peace and harmony with all; religion and morality enjoin this
conduct; and can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin it?
It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant period, a
great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel
example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and
benevolence…

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than
that permanent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations,
and passionate attachments for others, should be excluded; and that
in place of them, just and amicable feelings toward all should be
cultivated. The nation, which indulges toward another an habitual
fondness, is in some degree a slave…The great rule of hatred, or an
habitual conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations, is, in
extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little
political connection as possible.

Tis our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with
any portion of the foreign world; so far, I mean, as we are now at
liberty to do it; for let me not be understood as capable of
patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. I hold the maxim no
6

less applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is
always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore, let those engagements
be observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is
unnecessary, and would be unwise to extend them.

Taking

care

always

to

keep

ourselves,

by

suitable

establishments, in a respectable defensive posture, we may safely
trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, and a liberal intercourse with all nations, are
recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even our
commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial hand;
neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or preferences;
consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and diversifying,
by gentle means the streams of commerce, but forcing
nothing…There can be no greater error than to expect to calculate
upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an illusion, which
experience must cure, which a just price ought to discard.

In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an old and
affectionate friend, I dare not hope they will make the strong and
lasting impression I could wish; that they will control the usual
current of passions, or prevent our nation from running the course,
which has hitherto marked the destiny of nations! But, if I may
even flatter myself, that they may be productive of some partial
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benefit, some occasional good; that they may now and then recur
to moderate the fury of party spirit; to warn against the mischiefs
of foreign intrigues; to guard against the imposture of pretended
patriotism; this hope will be a full recompense for the solicitude of
your welfare, by which they have been dictated.
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